
       

SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

 "Saint  Philip Neri  Catholic Elementary  School,  serving  Kindergarten through  Eighth  
grade, is an  educational  ministry  of Saint  Philip  Neri Parish.  Founded in  1959  on  the principles 
of the Roman  Catholic  Church,  we welcome families of all faiths who respect  the values and 
teachings of Jesus Christ.  A  challenging,  faith-centered curriculum  guides and prepares our 
students for  academic excellence,  spiritual growth,  and dedication  to service.  Faculty,  staff,  and 
parents are co-educators developing respectful, responsible, and reverent life-long learners."

– ratified: May 26th, 2003

PHILOSOPHY OF SAINT PHILIP NERI  SCHOOL

 The Philosophy  of Saint Philip Neri Catholic Elementary  School  supports a  Mission  that 
embraces a  complete relationship with  Christ.   We believe our  students grow  in  personal 
knowledge of Christ, recognize His presence in  others, and live out  His Gospel message.  We,  as 
educators at  Saint  Philip Neri,  work  as co-educators with  our parents to provide an  environment 
that is nurturing and safe.  All contribute to the school's productivity.

 Our  curriculum  provides our  students with  academically  rich  and relevant  materials.   
Our  educators use various teaching  methods to address the multiple learning  styles present 
within  our  community.   Parents entrust their  children  to our  care, knowing  our  school is a 
community that embraces all of God's children.
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Student Body Prayer

Dear God,

Help us to be respectful, responsible, and reverent
Towards ourselves, our teachers, and our fellow students.

Keep us safe in our daily tasks
And help us to reach our goals in school and in our lives.

We ask this in Your Holy Name,
Amen.

The student body recites this prayer each morning as they begin their day.

   

SPN STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATIONS
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 At Saint  Philip Neri  Catholic Elementary School, we believe we share in the sacred mission to 
proclaim  the Good News of the Gospel, to celebrate It in rite and ritual, and to live It out in  service to 
humankind.

 We are committed to providing an educational  environment which models for our  students a  
respect for themselves and for others as well.  We see this as knowing Christ.
 
 We are committed to providing and educational  environment which models individual  
responsibility as well  as responsibility to those with  whom  we work, live, and play.  We see this as an 
awareness of Christ's continued presence within every person.
 
 We are committed to providing an educational environment which  models reverence for our Lord 
and for the presence of Christ within each of us.  We see this as living the Gospel message of Christ.
 
 A Saint Philip Neri Catholic Elementary School student will be continually guided to become:

A RESPECTFUL INDIVIDUAL who:
 •sees others as unique children of God and part of God's creation
 •honors all people as persons of dignity
 •accepts personal strengths and recognizes areas for growth
 •acknowledges strengths and areas for growth in others

A RESPONSIBLE PROBLEM SOLVER who:
 •works independently and cooperatively to create solutions
 •responds to personal needs and to the needs of other members in their local and global 
 communities
 •resolves conflict using Christian values

A REVERENT CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN who:
 •places Christ as the Center of Life
 •makes moral decisions and acts upon them based on Catholic teachings
 •embraces and models the Catholic Christian call of service and ministry to      
 others
 •actively participates in school and parish worshipping communities

A LIFE-LONG LEARNER who:
 •will leave Saint Philip Neri Catholic Elementary School with a solid,      
 developmentally-appropriate education
 •has an on-going curiosity for learning
 •analyzes and synthesizes information logically and critically
 •uses reading and writing as effective communication tools
 •speaks with poise and confidence
 •sets goals and takes steps to achieve them
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ADMISSIONS POLICY & PROCEDURES

 Saint Philip Neri  School  admits students of any  race, color, national  and ethnic origin to all  the 
rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally  accorded or made available to students  at the school.  
The school does not discriminate on the basis  of race, color, national  and ethnic origin, in  the 
administration of  its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and assistance programs, and 
athletic and other school administered programs.

 Priority  is given to registered, active parishioners  and to registered members of the surrounding 
Catholic parishes.  An "active parishioner" is defined as one who participates in  parish  life by  use of the 
Parish Envelopes for financial  support of Saint Philip Neri Church, as well  as, giving of volunteer time to 
school and parish  activities. This participation  must have occurred for  at  least 6 months prior.   (The 
pastor will make the determination as to who qualifies as a "parishioner").

Application Process
 Student applications for the coming  school year will be processed in  a  timely  basis and 
notification to parents will take place no later than the end of May.

 At all  grade levels a placement test  is given  and an interview conducted for students being 
considered for admission.  Verification  of date of birth, sacraments and/or Religious Education Program 
attendance (these last two apply  to all Catholic families), health  and immunization  records, and previous 
school academic records are required.  Eligibility is also based upon  the student’s previous conduct/
behavior and academic effort.

Acceptance Policy
 Students are considered for  acceptance into Saint Philip Neri  School  according to the additional  
following determinations:

 1. families who are active members of St. Philip Neri Parish and who have other children 
 attending St. Philip Neri School
 2. families who are active members of St. Philip Neri Parish
 3. families who are active members of other Catholic parishes
 4. families who are non-Catholic.

 Note:  Acceptance into kindergarten is  determined on  the basis of readiness screening and testing 
for  the student’s developmental maturity and readiness.  It  is  highly recommended that children applying 
for kindergarten must be age five (5) by September 1 of the coming school year.

 Students are accepted on a "probationary status" only.  All possible support will  be given  to the 
students in order to insure a satisfactory  adjustment.  Final  acceptance will  be confirmed after one year  of 
probation.  Should either social  or  academic adjustment be unsatisfactory, the student will  be asked to 
leave and seek a  different school  to continue his/her  education.  School personnel  will  determine if the 
current school programs meet the needs of the applicant.
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 SHARE & CARE PROGRAM

The Share & Care Center  is the School’s extended care program, and provides a place 
where SPN students are able to come after school to play  and grow in a well-organized, 
yet  flexible learning  environment.  Parents, as well as the children, will have the security 
of knowing that the children are being  provided for in a program  that is devoted entirely 
to the growth and development of the child.

All activities are Catholic/Christian – centered, and are directed toward allowing the 
child to build and reinforce a positive self image and a positive attitude about sharing 
and caring for each other  in a group setting.  The “Share & Care” Extended Care 
Program  embodies the philosophy  of Saint Philip Neri  Catholic Elementary  School.  
Activities include indoor games, both  directed and independent, story  telling, arts and 
crafts, outdoor recreation and study time.

The Share & Care Center is opened from  7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m., and from  2:30 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m.  The Share & Care program can be utilized under both a yearly  contract or 
“drop-in” basis.  The yearly  contract  can be paid on a monthly  basis,  September through 
May.  Drop-in fees are billed at the end of each month.

Share and Care operates in the Saint  Philip Neri Annex.  For more information, or to 
schedule a tour  of the Center, please contact Monica Fox, Share & Care Director, at (510) 
522-9037.
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